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USING TECHNOLOGY 

If we are to make judicious use of face-to-face instruction for peer review, discussion, workshopping, and small group work, we must 
confront the need for technology-mediated interactions. While many of you are already adept at facilitating digital peer reviews or 
screen-shared group work, this primer aims to help anyone concerned with managing socially distanced small groups (which seems 
at first blush like an oxymoron). 

TECHNO-PEDAGOGY 

When it comes to technology, trust in Murphy’s Law: That which can go wrong, will go wrong. Anticipate problems and plan analog 
or alternate technology backups. Exercise basic troubleshooting and don’t be afraid to have savvy students help. You’re an expert in 
writing, not necessarily technology. In other words, simple is better. 

THERE’S AN APP FOR THAT 

Here is a list of resources organized by software, with links to information on installation and use, and ideas for implementation.  

AirMedia 
Each classroom should have access to screensharing software AirMedia. The Stout KnowledgeBase has information on how to install 
AirMedia for both Windows and Mac operating systems. You may be familiar with AirMedia, but it doesn’t come on student laptops. 
Suggestion: In the first week, have students install AirMedia. Use AirMedia to screenshare student work with the entire class, for 
class-based workshopping or small group presentations. 

Google Drive 
Google Drive allows users to store, share, and collaborate files and documents via cloud. The free service requires an email account 
to sign up. You’ve likely used Google Docs before, but Drive also has software for spreadsheets, presentations, and more. 
Suggestion: Google Docs is particularly useful for collaborative writing, peer review, and class notes. 

Padlet 
Padlet is a free collaborative notepad. It requires an account to create, but not one to use, so you’ll need to create an account but 
you won’t need to worry about your students doing so. It differs from GDocs by its approach to arrangement. 
Suggestion: Use Padlet for having students share in-class exercises, responding to prompts, and launching into class discussion. 

LucidChart 
LucidChart is a free visual workspace. It requires an account to create, and the free version limits the number of charts available. It 
offers templates, but is powerful in organizing and drafting flow charts, concept maps, timelines, diagrams, and mind maps. 
Suggestion: LucidChart lets students visually chart their thinking collaboratively from a distance. Use it to aid small group work, then 
have the groups submit their charts through Canvas, share via AirMedia, or save their image and post it to Padlet. 

FINAL THOUGHTS 
There are a great many free and available software options for easing the constraints of a socially distanced classroom. As part of 
your lesson planning, set up accounts and play around with ones that you anticipate being helpful. When incorporating a new 
technology in the writing classroom, consider the following: 

• How easy is it to use? Does it require an account? Does it require a tutorial? If it requires more time to teach the tool than 
the lesson, it’s likely not worth the effort. 

• How essential is it to your lesson? If it’s central to the work you want to facilitate, what alternatives or backups can you 
arrange in case this technology fails? 

• How safe is the technology? Most software allows passwords or privacy settings to keep general Internet riffraff out. Make 
prudent use of them to keep the classroom safe. 

• How accessible is the technology? Consider ADA compliance and any student disability requirements when deciding which 
technology options to incorporate in face-to-face classes. 

  

https://kb.uwstout.edu/page.php?id=53974
https://kb.uwstout.edu/page.php?id=88426
https://www.google.com/drive/
https://padlet.com/
https://www.lucidchart.com/
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