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RHETORIC & STYLE 
STRATEGIES OF ARGUMENTATION        

ENGL 371-001 | Spring 2020 | MW 230p-350p | Harvey Hall  
 

Course Information 
 Instructor: A. A. Lukowski  Email:  lukowskia@uwstout.edu  Office Hours: MWF 1000a-1100a & 1215p-115p 
 Pronouns: she/her/hers  Title:  Prof./Dr./Ms.   Office: Harvey Hall 377P 
 

Course Description & Objectives 
Examines classical rhetoric to identify enduring elements and concerns as well as critical tensions and conflicts. Students will 
obtain the vocabulary and conceptual understanding of the rhetorical tradition with attention to development both oral and 
written arguments. 
 

Assignments 

Class Participation Prepared to discuss readings as a class. Participate in small group activities.  10% 

Reading Journal Response essays that chronicle your interactions with class readings/activities and 
their applications with other courses or current events.  40% 

Discussion Lead 5-minute presentation, handout, and discussion questions that guide class on a 
specific topic, reading, or concept 10% 

Applied Rhetoric Project Multimedia project and essay that explore a rhetorical concept or phenomenon.  40% 
 

Project Specifications & Submission 
All assignments should be posted to Canvas, but their delivery to the class may differ depending on its genre.  

 

Late Policy 
No late work will be accepted. Remember, part of the burden of the electric age is that “I was absent” is no longer a legitimate 
excuse. Your projects are due whether you show up to class or not. 
 

Grading 
While grades sometimes feel like the most important part of my feedback, I hope you’ll focus your experience, growth, and 
progress. Be mindful that some degree programs have different GPA and passing grade requirements. To help you track your 
own progress and clarify where you stand, I’m providing the following grade scale: 

100.0-93.1 A 89.9-87.0 B+ 79.9-77.0 C+ 69.9-67.0 D+ 

93.0-90.0 A- 86.9-83.1 B 76.9-73.1 C 66.9-63.1 D 

  83.0-80.0 B- 73.0-70.0 C- 63.0-60.0 D- 

      59.9-0.0 F 

Class Participation 
Attendance and punctuality are strongly encouraged. If you are ill or have a personal emergency, you are responsible for 
making up the work. This means that you, the student, are responsible for finding out what you missed, asking for 
assignments, and turning in work. Students who miss more than nine class meetings may automatically fail the course. 
Habitual tardiness may negatively affect your grade as well. Attendance will be tracked to determine your class participation 
grade (worth 10% overall). However, just coming to class is not enough. Students who are unprepared, unresponsive, or 
disruptive will not receive participation points. 

As you will see, participating in class discussion is an important part of your learning experience. This class will often address 
controversial issues and you may find that you have strong opinions about these topics. You should always feel free to share 
your opinions, but be mindful of your peers. Be respectful.  

You’re welcome to use electronic devices in this class. In fact, you should bring your laptop to class every time we meet 
because we’ll be using them to compose in class regularly. However, with great power comes great responsibility. You need to 
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use your devices responsibly and respectfully. In other words, using your phone to look up a fact for class discussion is okay, 
but texting your BFF about tonight’s plans is not. Remember, you’re part of a learning community and your actions affect your 
peers. 
 

Respect for Diversity 
It is my intent that students from all diverse backgrounds and perspectives be well served by this course, that students’ 
learning needs be addressed both in and out of class, and that the diversity that students bring to this class be viewed as a 
resource, strength and benefit. It is my intent to present materials and activities that are respectful of diversity: gender, 
sexuality, disability, age, socioeconomic status, ethnicity, race, and culture. Your suggestions are encouraged and appreciated. 
Please let me know ways to improve the effectiveness of the course for you personally or for other students or student 
groups. In addition, if any of our class meetings conflict with your religious events, please let me know so that we can make 
arrangements for you. 
 

Conferences and Office Hours 
Periodically throughout the semester you will meet with me to discuss your projects. Unless otherwise noted, conferences will 
be conducted in my office in Harvey Hall 377P. You may also find that you’d like to meet with me to discuss other assignments 
throughout the semester. We can always talk after class, but the best way to meet with me will be to schedule a time. I check 
my email daily, so please contact me that way.  
 

Students with Disabilities 
UW-Stout strives for an inclusive learning environment. It is the policy of the University of Wisconsin-Stout to provide, on a 
flexible and individual basis, reasonable accommodations to students who have documented disabilities that may affect their 
ability to participate in course activities or to meet course requirements. If you anticipate or experience any barriers related to 
the format or requirements of this course, please meet with me so that we can discuss ways to ensure full access. If you 
determine that additional disability-related accommodations are necessary, please contact the Disability Services Office 
located in room 120 in the Robert S. Swanson Library and can be reached at 715-232-2995 or 
http://www.uwstout.edu/disability  
 

University Writing Center 
The Writing Center offers free help to UW-Stout students with writing assignments 
for any class. Each visit to the Center is confidential and will address students’ 
individual concerns or needs. Tutors won't edit or proofread student papers. 
Rather, tutors will work with students to develop skills, strategies, and confidence 
to improve their writing. To schedule an appointment, stop by Harvey Hall 174 or 
call 715-232-5284. You can also take advantage of their drop-in weekend and 
evening hours offered at the Library and residence halls.  
 

Plagiarism Policy 
Students often plagiarize because they don’t have enough time, because they are 
afraid of failure, or because they just don’t see the value in doing the work 
themselves. If you’re feeling this way, come talk to me! You can also visit the Writing Center and ask a tutor for help. You have 
a lot of options before the assignment is due. The first time you plagiarize you will have to redo the entire assignment within 
seventy-two hours. If you plagiarize a second time, you will be reported to the Dean of Students and fail the course.  
 

ENG 371 Class Schedule 

Week Date Readings & Activities Assignment Due 

1 
1/27 Introductions, Syllabus Review, & Defining Rhetoric  

1/29 Class Civility Agreement & Brief History of Rhetoric  

2 
2/3 Aristotle from The Art of Rhetoric  

2/5 Glenn from Rhetoric Retold  

UW-Stout’s Philosophy of  
Academic Integrity 

Students are responsible for the honest 
completion and representation of their work, for 
the appropriate citation of sources, and for respect 
of others' academic endeavors. Students who 
violate these standards must be confronted and 
must accept the consequences of their actions. 
The disciplinary procedures can be found on the 
Student Academic Misconduct/Academic Discipline 
Procedure website. 

http://www.uwstout.edu/disability
https://www.uwstout.edu/life-stout/student-services/dean-students/academic-misconduct-investigation-process
https://www.uwstout.edu/life-stout/student-services/dean-students/academic-misconduct-investigation-process
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Week Date Readings & Activities Assignment Due 

3 
2/10 Wilson & Lewiecki-Wilson “Disability, Rhetoric, and the Body”  

2/12 Buchanan from Rhetorics of Motherhood   

4 
2/17 Bitzer “The Rhetorical Situation” | Vatz “Myth of the Rhetorical Situation”   

2/19 Consigny “Rhetoric and Its Situations” Reading Journal 1 

5 
2/24 Losh from Virtualpolitik   

2/26 Ridolfo & DeVoss “Composing for Recomposition: Rhetorical Velocity and Delivery”  

6 
3/2 Ede & Lunsford “Audience Addressed/Audience Invoked: The Role of Audience in 

Composition Theory and Pedagogy”   

3/4 Elbow “Closing My Eyes as I Speak: An Argument for Ignoring Audience”   

7 
3/9 Foucault “What Is an Author?”   

3/11 Kennedy “A Hoot in the Dark: The Evolution of General Rhetoric”  Reading Journal 2 

8 3/16-19 No Class – Spring Break  

9 

3/23 Booth “The Rhetorical Stance”    

3/25 No Class – College English Association Conference  
The Big Rhetorical Podcast Canvas Activity 

10 
3/30 Lyons “Rhetorical Sovereignty: What Do American Indians Want from Writing?”   

4/1 No Class – Final Essay Conferences Proposal 

11 
4/6 Young, Becker, Pike, & Rogers from Rhetoric: Discovery and Change  

4/8 Toulmin from The Uses of Argument  

12 
4/13 Fanon from Black Skin, White Masks  

4/15 Nakayama and Krizek “Whiteness: A Strategic Rhetoric” Reading Journal 3 

13 
4/20 Blakenship & Robson “A ‘Feminine Style’ in Women's Political Discourse: An 

Exploratory Essay”  

4/22 Butler from Out of Style: Reanimating Stylistic Study in Composition and Rhetoric  

14 
4/27 Isocrates from Against the Sophists  

4/29 Revisiting and Redefining Rhetoric Polished Draft 

15 5/4-6 Colloquium Presentations Presentation 

16 5/13 No Exam  Final Project Draft 
Reading Journal 4 

 

http://66.113.161.124/13.2/topoi/ridolfo_devoss/index.html
https://thebigrhetoricalpodcast.weebly.com/

